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Students on the front line 


FOR several weeks now, students at North London Polytechnic have been picketing philosophy 
lectures in a bid to exclude a nazi, Pat Harrington, from the college, where he is enrolled. 

Harrington, a prominent NF member, and deputy editor of National Front News, has a particularly 
unsavoury record of street activity in south London, and students are arguing, with reason, that his 
presence — along with the NF goons who regularly accompany him — makes life intolerable for 
overseas, black and Asian students at the college. 

Harrington has successfully gone to court to obtain an injunction to stop the picketing. NLP 
students, backed by their students’ union, decided to ignore the order and carry on their campaign. 

Then Harrington had police brought onto the college premises to enforce the order. Still the 
students carried on picketing. 

Then Judge Mars Jones ordered the college to identify students involved in the picketing to 
Harrington’s solicitors. 

Students responded by occupying the Poly; the college cancelled all lectures; and, as far as can be 
ascertained, most lecturers, ordered to study photographs of the pickets and identify them, declared 
that they could not recognise any of their faces. 

The spirit of the anti-fascist students at North London Poly is a fine lesson to the rest of us. Their 
courage and resolution in the face of threats, court orders and a heavy police presence deserves our 
applause and admiration. 

Recently, we have detected a discernible upturn in the activity of anti-racist and anti-fascist groups 
around the country. If the spirit of the NLP students is symptomatic of a new mood emerging, then 
the relatively easy time of it which the fascists have enjoyed for the last three years may be coming to a 
close. 


In Memory 


Three years ago in May, Searchlight’s founder and editor, Maurice Ludmer, died of a heart attack. 
Our readers will join us in pausing to remember fondly a man who was, by any standards, a giant in 
the fight against racism and fascism. At the time of his death, those of us who worked with him on 
Searchlight made our own commitment that the magazine would continue as a tribute and a 
monument to the work to which he contributed so mightily. We also remember Blair Peach, who died 
at the hands of the SPG in May 1979, during an anti-NF demonstration in Southall. 

In doing so, we recall the slogan, first raised in Spain but heard the world over ever since, with 
which Maurice proclaimed Searchlight’s purpose when it was relaunched under his editorship in 1975. 
It is a slogan currently being made a reality by the students at North London Polytechnic, and a 
slogan to which we rededicate ourselves on the anniversary of his tragic and premature death: 

THEY SHALL NOT PASS! 


Not welcome here! 


Margaret Thatcher’s invitation to South African premier P.W. Botha to visit London is a grave insult: 
it insults the millions of black people who suffer under apartheid; it insults particularly those freedom 
fighters incarcerated in Botha’s gaols, amongst whom Nelson Mandela is only the best known 
example; and, in extending a hand of friendship to the racist South African regime, it insults Britain’s 
own black communities who are given added reason to suspect the government’s proclaimed 
commitment to multi-racialism and its opposition to apartheid. 

We have no hesitation in adding our voice to the call for a massive demonstration of anger against 
Botha’s visit. The Anti-Apartheid Movement is asking people to assembly at Hyde Park at 11.45 am 
on June 2 to march to Whitehall. 

NO TO BOTHA! 

NO TO APARTHEID! 


Please note new telephone number: 01-928 9801 
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‘“‘The National Front has lacked a clear 
ideological committment to trade unions as 
a legitimate part of the social structure of 
our country. Now that the party has 
repudiated reaction we are in a position at 
last to take on the important task of 
developing a trade union section of the 
National Front’. 

With these words, NF Trade Union 
organiser David Riley announced in 
Nationalism Today in 1982 that once again 
the Front was attempting to build a trade 
union group amongst its members. 

Two years later, we are for the first time 
able to gauge precisely the strength of the 
NF in the unions: Searchlight can now 
publish the complete membership records 
of the Front’s trade union section. 


British workers 

It reveals that about seventy NF members 
are active in their trade unions, the 
majority, but by no means all, in manual 
unions. The largest numbers are to be 
found in the TGWU (11) NUR (6) and 
AUEW (6). Five, including two branch 
officials, belong to the Civil and Public 
Services Association, which represents 
clerical and secretarial grades in the Civil 
Service. 

This list, though entirely accurate, is now 
several months old, so in some cases places 
of employment may have changed. At least 
one activist listed, Robert Hayes from 
Blackburn, is known to have left the party. 

The Front has alway shown more than a 
passing interest in unions, and its appetite 
for work in the unions was whetted by is 
apparently successful interventions in the 

strikes at Mansfield Hosieries and Imperial 
Typewriter in the early 1970s. Then, they 
argued that ‘‘the British workers were 
betrayed by their multinational corporate 
employers the plurocrats of 
international capitalism’’. 

With the rise of the Strasserite faction in 

the mid-70s, led by John Kingsley Read, 
Dave McCalden and Richard Lawson, 
trade union work was encouraged and 
largely directed by former Communist Mike 
Lobb. Although this faction split to form 
the National Party in 1975/6 the NF did 
chalk up some successes recruiting members 
in the Post Office unions and on the 
railways, and they set up sections of 
members working in these particular areas. 
Measures adopted by unions to prevent 
fascist activity by members, and model 
rules adopted by Trades Councils to stop 
fascists attending as delegates, however, put 
a stop to a small but worrying trend of NF 
activists winning union positions and trades 
councils credentials. 


Eyes on Unions 

As a result, trade union work was relegated 
considerably in the Front’s order of 
priorities, and attention focussed on 
election campaigns where, both locally and 
nationally, the NF felt it was on the verge of 
a breakthrough. 

However, following the post-1979 split, 
and particularly the departure of John 
Tyndall, the eyes of the rising Strasserite 
faction, which has subsequently seized 
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NATIONAL FRONT’S TRADE UNION 


THE TERMITES IN 
THE MOVEMENT 


control of the Front, returned to the 


unions. 
Writing in Nationalism Today in 1982, 


Nick Wakeling, a member of this faction, 
wrote that by concentrating on elections, 
“the NF has largely ignored other 


structures and avenues that lead to 
influence and power . . . such as the trade 
unions . . . we need to build an industrial 


base, via the trade unions, or risk being 


politically and strategically out- 
manoeuvered by our political enemies. We 
have to demonstrate to British workers that 
British Nationalism, and not Marxism, is 
the real radical alternative to the present 
decaying, corrupt liberal capitalist system 
which has brought us constant economic 
deprivation and flooded our country with 
millions of unassimilable immigrants.”’ 
Continued overleaf 
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TERMITES IN 
THE MOVEMENT 


— continued 





Taking up much the same themes, David 
Riley, given charge of the NFTU Group, 
announced the new move in April 1982, but 
at the same time tried to distance the new 
‘radical’ approach from the ‘opportunist’ 
approach to the unions which had 
characterised the NF in the past. Previous 
attempts to build a union base, he argued, 
had achieved only limited successes because 
the party was not clearly ideologically 
committed to unions as such. This had 
changed, and as a result new opportunities 
for building a trade union section were at 


hand. 


Working-class 


The new approach, coupled with the 
Front’s sharp re-orientation towards the 
white working class as a whole has been 
apparent for some time, but in particular 
since the Strasserite faction led by Joe 
Pearce and Nick Griffin seized the 
leadership of the party last December. NF 
News, for instance, in its policy declaration, 
now demands: 

“‘@ Ban Foreign Imports. Smash the Stock 
Exchange. Nationalise the Banks! 

@ Fight for real jobs and wages. No Tory 
Slave Labour. 

@ Fight Capitalism and Communism. Fight 
for White workers Power.”’ 

Post Office Engineering Union activist 
Keith Handy, in a recent Nationalism 
Today, boasted of his involvement in the 
union’s campaign against the privatisation 
of British Telecom, and even stole for his 
headline the union slogan ‘‘Public Service 
— Not Private Profit’’. In similar vein, 
Bulldog, the NF youth paper, recently 
ripped-off the logo and slogan of the TUC 
campaign against youth unemployment — 
“*Give us a Future’? — with which to adorn 


its front page. 


Seminars 
Once again, the NF trade unionists are 
trying to set up trade groups to link up 
members in particular industries, the latest 
effort being an NF Textile Workers 
Association, organised by Mark Spong in 
1981. Spong, a TGWU shop steward at 
Merton Fabrics in South London, has also 
been instrumental in organising a series of 
NFTU seminars, the first of which was held 
in March 1982 and was addressed by Ian 
Anderson, Nick Griffin and then NFTU 
organiser David Riley. Even then, before 
the ousting of Martin Webster, the 
Strasserites were muscling in on what they 
regarded as a central area of the party’s 
future work. 

So far, however, the NF’s attempts to 
build a firm toehold in the unions have not 
met with any noticeable success. We hope 
that by publishing this list, and pinpointing 
the areas where they are at work, we can 
help trade unionists to make sure it stays 


that way. 
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FRONT 
LEADERS 
BATTEN 
DOWN 
THE 
HATCHES 


As the National Front lurches 
into what appears to be a 
state of almost permanent 
crisis, its Strasserite 
leadership is going hell for 
leather to try to dress up its 
national socialism in more 
attractive ‘radical’ clothing. 


The latest in a series of untidy 
bulletins to members outlines NF 
thinking on a number of issues 
currently in the news. They support, 
for instance, Sarah Tisdall in 
leaking the Heseltine Cruise 
memorandum to The Guardian. 
They support the miners in the 
battle against pit closures. And, 
perhaps most bizarre of all, they 
declare their opposition to the far- 
right candidate for President in El 
Salvador, death squad leader 
Robert D’Aubuisson, because he 
opposes land reform. 

These views are laid out in the first 
‘Policy Briefing’ to emerge from the 
NF’s new Policy Department. They are 
supposed to enable the party “‘to speak 
with one voice restore our 
credibility with those sections of the 
media who are not personally hostile to 
us .. . and provide the basis for letters 
to the local and regional press by our 


local organisers’. 

It is, however, becoming increasingly 
easy for the Front to speak with one 
voice, as support dwindles in the wake 
of the split with Martin Webster. 

At recent demonstrations in Stoke and 
London (the latter to commemorate the 
death of Albert Marriner, the Front’s 
own Horst Wessel) the turnout was 
pitiful. Only 250 showed up at Stoke for 
what was supposed to be a national St 
George’s Day parade, and just over 100 
in London. The April 28 Organiser’s 
Bulletin takes some consolation from 
the fact that in Stoke ‘‘marchers 


NATIONAL FRONT 


50 Pawsons Road, Croydon, CRO 2QF, Surrey. 
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POLICY 


POLICY BITETING No —_ APRT 


The increasingly paramilitary style of the 
National Front on display at the Albert 
Marriner march. Below: first offering 
from NF ‘Policy Department”. 


managed to keep in columns of three 

. all in all a great success’’. In fact, it 
was not quite so simple as that. When 
Young NF leader Phil Andrews took the 
platform to ask ‘‘who cares about a few 
Libyans anyway, or for that matter the 
death of an agent of Thatcher’ {a 
reference to the policewoman killed at 
the Libyan Embassy,) he drove Front 
Chairman Andrew Brons into such a 


DEPARTMENT 


This is the first of a series of policy briefs to be produced as an essential part of our 


strategy. Leading National Front members make many pronouncements but the 
a party makes fev. Tt is escential that we speax with one voice and 


ational “ront as 


that thal voice is the 


authoritative voice of the National Front. By disciplining ourselves to maxe official 
statements on events as they occur, we will ensure that the ideology we ioe deve loved over 
the last four years is a practical ideology and not merely a collection of abstract principles. 


Copies of the brief will be distributed to the press and, it is hoped, that this will helo to 
restore our credibility with those sections of the media who are not versonally hostile to us. 
That loss of credibility has played as important a part in our poor media image as “stablishmer 
contrivance. They should also provide the basis for letters to the local and regional press 


by our local organisers. 


1) “ISS _SARAY TISDALL 


Miss Tisdall is no friend of the National Front, being a leading figure in the Voung Liberals 


(mow elected as a vice president), 


Nevertheless, her position on nuclear weavons is not too 
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Jan Anderson and Joe ee 10Weve 

appeared to find it all highly amusin; 
_Srecetanly, the Fronts Probl 


seige mentality ancogs ‘the pe 
leaders, and scares against enemies, both 
internal and external, are being whipped 


up. 


The April 3 Organiser’s Bulletin, for 
instance, is dramatically headlined 
‘We've got them worried’’. It deals with 


the recent police raids on the homes of 
Pearce and Anderson, as a result of 
which prosecutions appear to be 


imminent. For the Front this is no less 


than ‘“‘acts of oppression which have 
gone even further than anything we have 
experienced before . . . This is the first 
time in the history of the party that such 
repressive acts have been used against 
us’’. And the reason? ‘‘Behind the 
Establishment oppression’’ they claim, 


‘is the fact that the National Front is at. 


last getting its act together. The 
Establishment feels threatened by the 
activities of the National Front, so the 
oppression we are suffering is quite 
simply an attempt to remove the threat 
we pose’’. 

Such delusions of grandeur, penned 
by Ian Anderson, (who is petrified at the 
prospect of a police prosecution) require 
little in the way of additional comment. 

But there are internal enemies as well. 
Internal to the nazi movement that is. A 
short circular to branches at the end of 
April announces the ‘‘Proscription of 
Factional Meetings’. Martin Webster, 
they seem surprised to learn, has decided 
to fight back against his peremptory 

_ sacking last Christmas, and is organising 
meetings of members who share his 
desire to regain control of the Front, 
pull it away from ridiculous ‘Third 


Position’ ruralism and National 


_ Bolshevism with which the new leaders 
have saddled it, and end all contacts 
with the London-based Italian terrorists 
with whom the Pearce/Griffin 
_leadership are on such good terms. In 
| retaliation, Anderson tell branches that 
| “any member who attends any such 
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Matt Morgan, former British Mo 
heavy recently released after serving a 
sentence for his part in the Woolwich 
The gang of coons and __riot five years ago, is now known to be 
de who dated them very active with the Front in the area. _ 
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WEVE GOT. THEM WORRIED! 


AR tors year, the National Front has experiencec various acts of oppressiun «tvs bave 
oa even further than anything we have experiencec before. It would arpear that 
Establishment are now making a concerted effort to destroy us. Firstly, in lata Ja: 

tke South and West Yorkshire police got together to forcibly Erevan’ us from hoi: 

fora of activity in Wekefield or anywhere else in Yorkshire. This is the first time 2 
whole kistory of the Party that such repressive acts have been us nin scondly, 
an te February, a number of houses were raided in South East En, 2, inel 

ef Joe Fearce and Ian Anderson. Again, this is the first time in Party's 

tae police Lave used search warrants to harass National Front officials for rolitical 


Folice and he obviously has a strong vested interest in destroying the National Front. But 
the most important reason behind the increased Establiskmert o son is tre fact thas 
the National Front is at last beginning to get its act together. y political stable shmen= 
will take measures to protect itself when it feels threavened. Tne Establis' 1s 
he National Frony 80 <8 Pg ression we are suffering is 
the thract 


Above: Front claims repression comes from “worried establishment’. Below: 
worried NF establishment attempts to remove threat from Webster. 
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PROS CR 1: TT ON oF FACTIONAL MEETINGS 


As you will know a duly convened Disciplinary Tribunal found “artin Webster to be guilty of 
disciplinary offences of a sufficiently serious nature to warrart his ex-ulsior. Since 

Mr Webster's dismissal from office within the party the National *ront has been making 
substantial and sure progress in a number of key areas. At least partly as a result of this 
the National Front is facing a new wave of reorsssion and it now seers certain that at least 
tuq leading officials of the party are now facing Race Relations Act prosecutions which may 
result in imprisonment. 

It thus seems doubly unfortunate that Mr Yeteter should now attemrt to pursue a factional 
war within the National Front. “ve understand that he intends to hold a meeting or meetings 
allegedly to demand the removal of a mythical group of mediterraneans from control of the 
party, and, of course, his reinstatement. 

We are not aware of any Italians, Spaniards, or even N. Africans on the Natioral 
Directorate, however if any members have any Such information we would be happy to be 
enlightenedJ) 

Although such claims are absurd the Fxecutive Council has felt it necessary to prevent 
such factional activities, Consequently by decision of the “xecutive Council any meetings 
organised by Mr Webster or in his suvvort are now proscribed. Any member who attends any 
such meeting will be guilty of a disciplinary offence and will render himself liable to 
expulsion. 

SIGNED: an Be pa Anderson, Deputy Chairman 
«De Pxecutive Council 





POLICE AND COURTS 
FORCE NAZI ON COLLEGE 


STUDENTS at North London 
Polytechnic have been picketing to 
stop a prominent NF member from 
attending lectures at the college. 

Pat Harrington, assistant editor of 
National Front News and former editor 
of the Front’s south London paper 
South London News, is enrolled on a 
philosophy course, but other students, 
backed by the Students’ Union, are 
attempting to have him excluded on the 
grounds that his presence and activities 
are a threat to other students at the 
college. 

So far the picketing has been 
successful, and has attracted more than 
200 students. Harrington has 
successfully applied for a court 
injunction preventing the action but 
students have decided to defy it, and 
arrests were made in early May when 
police were called to enforce the court 
order. 

Harrington’s solicitor in his 
applications to the court has been Tessa 
Verrall, wife of former NF leader 
Richard Verrall. 

Continued picketing led to Mr Justice 


Mars Jones ordering the college 
authorities to identify students who were 
disregarding the court injunction. 
College offers of a compromise 
involving private tuition for Harrington 
were rejected by the judge. 


Above: Pat Harrington, with police 
protection. Right: Adrian Wiltshire 
photographs anti-fascists, while a 
student recovers after police inter- 
vention. 


FRONT BOSS CONVICTED 


NATIONAL Front chairman 
Andrew Brons has been convicted in 


Leeds of behaviour likely to cause a © 


breach of the peace. 


Brons, with fellow NF member Paul 
Vessey, was arrested while selling papers 
in a shopping centre. They were heard 
shouting slogans like ‘‘Death to Jews’’, 
‘‘White Power’’ and ‘‘National Front’’. 

Approached by Police Constable 
John Raj, Brons said, ‘‘Inferior beings 


like yourself probably do not 
understand the principle of free 
speech’’. Vessey added, ‘‘Don’t mess 
about black man. Who do you think 
you’re talking to?’’. 

PC Raj, questioned by Brons’ 
barrister Graham Hylands about his 
ethnic origins, told the court that he was 
of Malaysian descent, adding, ‘‘Public 
peace is my prior consideration. When I 
go out wearing the sovereign’s uniform I 
am very proud’’. 





BRITISH MOVEMENT 
ORGANISERS’ LETTERHEADING 


National Chairman: 

Michael McLaughlin, 

95A Chester Road East, 
Shotton, Clwyd, N. WALES. 


Telephone: 


i. Lynn, 
c4,Ditton Welk, 
Combridce. 

"5 83. 


Tel. Tenerchow W108 


Dear Mr Hill. 


Casfer Trem) . 


With refferanc: to our telephone conversation could you please 


check out the ‘ollovwing people . 


Deeside SiIII6 


Telephone Numbers 


to remember x 
YOUR ABBEY TEAM 
Peter Day, 14 Quainton Close, Cambridge. 241333 


7, in 1972.7). 


Peter orougi. } 
D.3.12/11/45. 


{Says that he Wes a member of the 4.7%, Constdiniionel Movenent ) 


1 
I look forwardjto heaging from you, 


{ 


Yours since |. 





LAST month, in the run-up to the local 
council elections, voters in Abbey 
Ward, Cambridge, received a leaflet 
from their local Conservatives. 
‘‘What’s your worry?’’ it asks, and 
lists the names and addresses of local 
Tories who are available to help. But 
one of them, it turns out, is Neil Lynn, 
until not long ago a leading activist in 
the neo-nazi British Movement. 


Gatecrashers spoil 
BNP birthday party 


A rally in a_ Liverpool hotel 
organised by John Tyndall’s British 
National Party ended in uproar on 
April 21 — the day after Hitler’s 
birthday. 


After one hotel booking was cancelled 
the BNP finally held their meeting at the 
Adelphi Hotel. Proceedings were 
disrupted, however, when anti-fascists 


got into the meeting room and made 
their views known in no_ uncertain 


manner. 

Come the end of the afternoon, the 
few dozen BNP activists present found 
that leaving was going to be a problem. 
Hundreds more anti-fascists had 
surrounded the hotel which was virtually 
under seige. 

In the end the police had to call in the 
Catholic and Anglican bishops of 
Liverpool to arrange safe conduct out or 
an increasingly jittery gang of fascists. 

There’s nothing like a good birthday 
party, is there? 





Above: Lynn 
writes to Ray Hill. 
Right: Lynn the 
Tory activist. 


Neil Lynn, 84 Ditton Walk, 

Joan Hatton, 22 Fisons Road, 

Hannah Collins, 19 Fisons Road, 
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Ex-British Movement organiser 
running Tory campaign in 
Cambridge 


Lynn was not a Tory candidate in the 
elections, but the Abbey Ward candidate 
Peter Day admitted that Lynn was helping 
to organise his campaign. 

Interestingly, when Searchlight contacted 
the Cambridge Evening News to tell them 
that the latest ‘Tory Mole’ had been 
discovered on their own doorstep, they 
showed a remarkable lack of enthusiasm 
for the story, and decided that as the 
election was so near, ‘‘it would be unfair’ 
to raise the issue at that time. (Cambridge 
anti-fascists, who have .complained in the 
past at the coverage by this paper of 
National Front activities, might care to take 
up the matter with the editor). 

Although Lynn was never publicly 
prominent in British Movement, he did 
attend a number of demonstrations, 
including one in Oxford in 1981. And, as 
the letter to his erstwhile BM ‘comrade’ 
Ray Hill (right) illustrates, he played an 
organiser’s role in BM. 

Another embarrassment to the 
Conservatives came in Dundee in mid- 
April, when it was discovered that Ian 
Bunce, their candidate in the Hilltown ward 
was adopted as the National Front’s 
parliamentary candidate for Dundee East 
seven years ago. 


In 1977, Bunce had announced that he 
would contest the seat for the Front in the 
next general election, but he withdrew his 
nomination shortly afterwards. He had 
belonged to the Conservative Party before 
joining the Front, and spent a short period 
in the Scottish National Party. 


Selection committee 


Further embarrassment followed with the 
disclosure that Bunce also sat on the 
Dundee East Conservative Executive 
Committee which endorses the selection of 
candidates in the constituency. He is a 
delegate from the local Conservative Trade 
Unionists Group. 

His background clearly came as a shock 
to local Tories. When told the news, 
constituency chairman Robin Vaughan 
travelled to the bus depot where Bunce 
works as a driver, and was seen at one point 
chasing Bunce’s bus down a main road in a 
bid to speak to him. A few hours later 
Bunce issued a statement saying that ‘‘to 
prevent any embarrassment to the 
association or to any of my colleagues I will 
be withdrawing my nomination 
tomorrow’’. In the end, the Conservatives 
did not fight the seat. 





The publicity leaflets of the Northern 
League like to present a bland 
image: “the Northern League is a 
cultural, informative society”, they 
announce, going on to say that “the 
main aim of the Northern League is 
to foster friendship and cooperation 
between all people of North- 
European descent all over the world 
and to deepen their Love for, and 
Understanding of, the rich heritage 
that was handed down to them by 
their ancestors’. What the leaflets 
do not say is that the Northern 
League had functioned as one of the 
most important iink organisations 
on the far right, bringing together 
fascists across the world. If the 
League is a cultural organisation, 
then it is the culture of fascism 
which it seeks to organise, and to 
perpetuate. 


The Northern League was founded in 
1957 by Alistair Harper, a Scottish 
schoolmaster, and Roger Pearson, a key 
figure in the shadowy world of ‘cultural 
fascism’. Pearson was an Indian tea- 
planter and an officer in the Indian 
colonial army. He trained as an 
anthropologist, and held academic posts 
at a number of American Universities, 
including Queens College in North 
Carolina and Montana College in Butte. 
He is the author of a number of standard, 
respectable academic texts, for 
example, An Introduction to Anthropology, 
published by Holt, Rinehart and 
Winston. In addition he is the author of 
explicitly racist books like Race and 
Civilisation, which extols the virtues of 
the Nordic race, and Eugenics and Race, in 
which Pearson outlines his views on 
breeding a superior race. 

Pearson, who has lived in the United 
States since the mid-sixties, is a former 
associate of Willis Carto of Liberty 
Lobby; it is Carto who has been 
instrumental in disseminating the 
Holocaust-denial material, as well as 
coordinating the publication of extreme 
anti-semitic material in the United 
States. Pearson has been the chairman 
of the World Anti-Communist League, 
which under the guise of anti- 
communism, has acted as an umbrella 
organisation for anti-semitic and racist 
groups. Through the World Anti- 
Communist League Pearson has been 
able to consolidate links with the 
American conservative right. For 
example, Pearson is an_ editorial 
associate of conservative think-tanks 
such as the Heritage Foundation and the 
American Security Council, and has 
received a $36,000 grant from the Pioneer 
Foundation. In this way, Pearson’s 
contacts stretch from the world of 
fascism to the conservative right of 
Reagan advisers. 

This pattern of trying to bridge the gap 
between fascism and the far right of 
conservatism is evident in the Northern 
League. In order to achieve this, the 
Northern League has concentrated upon 
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recruiting intellectuals and professionals 
to its ‘cultural activities’. Early members 
included nazi race-theorists such as 
Professor Hans Ginther (see last 
month's Recap) and F. J. Los, the Dutch 
professor, who published his works in a 
variety of extremist publications, and 
whose racist tracts continue to be on the 
booklists of most European fascist 
groups. 

As well as attracting ‘intellectual’ 
fascists, the Northern League brought 
together those who were more 
interested in the direct side of fascism. A 
key man in the early years of the 
Northern League was Ray Bamford, who 
at that time was a Conservative Party 
member and active in the Monday Club. 
Bamford was also a leading member of 
the Racial Preservation Society, which 
was publishing similar Nordic material to 
the Northern League’s. The Racial 
Preservation Society was one of the 
founding groups of the National Front. 





Jan Kruls. 





Bamford had close connections with 
members of the nazi old guard. For 
example the main German connection of 
the Northern League was Dr Wilhelm 
Kusserow, a former ss 
Unterstormfihrer. His SS number was 
489452 and his Nazi Party membership 
number was 4221720. After the war 
Kusserow founded the Deutsches 
Artgemeinschaft, which attracted a 
number of former SS members who held 
professional positions. Deutsches 
Artgemeinschaft propagated the sort of 
mystic paganism associated with the 
nazi leader Erich Ludenorff and which 
was popular amongst the pseudo- 
intellectuals of the nazi party. This 
mysticism sought to revive pre-Christian 
paganism (Christianity being seen as a 
Jewish invention). It was no coincidence 
that the Northern League chose as its 
symbol the old Nordic sign of the 
*Tryfoss’, which was the ancient form of 
the swastika. 

Other nazi connections of Bamford 
and the Northern League included G. 
Kouwenberg, a former SS officer, and 





the Dutchman W.P. Zeilmaker, who as 
mayor of Renkum was a collaborator 
during the war. The Dutch connection 
has always been a strong one in the 
Northern League. The leadership was to 
pass into the hands of the Dutchman, 
Jan Kruls. Like Pearson, Kruls was also a 
colonialist planter, in the Dutch East 
indies rather than India. During the war, 
as a member of the pro-nazi Fatherland 
Club, Kruls was interned; after the war, 
he worked for a Dutch bank, engaging in 
arms-sales as a sideline. For a while he 
was also a member of the National Front, 
holding membership number 8028. 

The various connections of the 
Northern League were brought together 
at the meeting Bamford organised in 
Brighton’s Royal Pavilion Hotel in 
September 1969. Regular Norther 
Leaguers like Harper, Bamford and Kruls 
attended. Bamford, through his 
connections with the Racial Preservation 
Society, had been able to bring in the 
Hancocks, whose printing presses were 
to be an important source of the pseudo- 
intellectual fascist publications. Other 
British extremists attending were John 
Ormowe (then in the Monday Club), 
Peter Ling (Column 88), Martin Webster 
and John Bean (National Front), Ted 
Budden (then National Front, later 
National Party and now back in the 
Front), Dr John Mitchell (former 
Mosleyite, who has surfaced from time 
to time to help post-war British fascist 
groups), Oliver Gilbert (the former 
member of Arnold Leese’s Imperial 
Fascist League, and who at that time 
was, incredibly enough, a member of the 
Conservative Party, as well as the 
National Front). Pearson was reportedly 
unable to attend because of lecturing 
commitment in the United States. 

The Northlander of August/October 
1970 reported that another non-attender 
had sent a special message of support: 
Dr W. Kusserow of the Artgemeinschaft. 
So successful was the meeting, that 
another was held the following 
September, with the most hard-line of 
British hard-line nazis, Colin Jordan, in 
attendance. A third meeting (described 
by the Northiander as a closed meeting 
for members and friends only’’) was held 
on November 28 1971, also in Brighton. 
At these meetings, there was much 
debate between the various factions 
about strategy. 

Members of the old guard like Harper 
wanted to keep the League’s cultural and 
intellectual activities uppermost, in 
order to preserve the Nordicist theories 
of old nazi academics like Giinther. Kruls 
favoured a more political approach, with 
the question being much debated 
whether separate fascist activity (like 
that represented by the National Front) 
or infiltration of existing Conservative 
Parties would provide the best hope of 
success. If the issue of tactics was not 
resolved, and the different tendencies 
continued to co-exist, the Northern 
League had succeeded in putting the 
‘intellectual’ and the more directly 
political fascists in contact with one 
another. 














10 


The Ray Hill story: 2 — The Safehousing conspiracy 


IN South Africa, where he 
emigrated for twelve years, Ray Hill 
played a leading role in setting up 
and organising the South African 
National Front, which campaigned 
vigorously for white minority rule. 
The SANF never quite hit it off with 
the white supremacist Afrikaaner 
groups, but it did build links with 
right-wing extremists in the sizeable 


Italian expatriate community, 


especially in Johannesburg. It was 
through these contacts that Hill 
became involved, years later, in the 
conspiracy to safehouse wanted 
terrorists in Britain. 

A leading Italian extremist in South 
Africa was Max Bollo, later to be gaoled 
for 52 years for his part in terror 
campaigns carried out by the self-styled 
Wit Kommando (White Commando). 
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Bollo, a member: of tie Soith Aticest 
NF National Directorate, introduced 
Hill to a mysterious character called — 
Enrico Masselli, who Hill learned, was 
plugged into the New European Order 


network run from. Switzerland by 
Gaston Amaudruz. Masselli was to 


prove a key link in the safehousing 


chain. 


Hill returned to England in 1979, and : 


immediately began to look up his old 


_ tight-wing colleagues. But at the same 


time as he was re-involving himself in the 
British right, having become genuinely 
sickened with racism through his 
experiences in South Africa, he also 


contacted Searchlight and offered to 


provide information from the inside. 
Only a few months after his return, 
Hill was surprised to receive a telephone 


call from Enrico Masselli, who told him 
that he had been sent to London by his 
to attend a 


employers, Olivetti, 
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left: Ray Hill on - 
wer Steve Brady i in Diksmuide. 


computing course ‘al IBM. While he was 
here there were some things which he felt 
that they could usefully discuss. They 


agreed to meet. 


It was not just a ‘social meeting. 
Masselli told Hill that he was still 
working with New European Order, and 
had been told to arrange safehousing i in 
Britain for Italian fugitives in the near 
future. At the time, Hill knew, Italian 
police were hunting down members of 
the Armed Revolutionary Nucleii (NAR) 
and the Third Position, who had carried 
out a series of murders and bombings in 
Italy. 

But it was only two months later, in 
August 1980, that it became apparent 
what was really going on. In that month, 
a fascist bomb blasted Bologna railway _ 
station, killing more than eighty people. _ 


‘It was quickly followed by an exodus of 


NAR and Third Position activists from 
Italy — including, as a letter to Hill later 
revealed, Enrico Masselli. _ 


When they first met in. London, 


Masselli seemed to be asking Hill to 


make his own house available for 


_ sheltering fugitives. Hill pointed out that 


this was unwise, as he was a well known 
activist, almost certainly under official 


observation. They agreed to. meet again 
to discuss the matter further. 


Masselli ‘phoned back a week later, 
and proposed that they meet at his 
lodgings in Hampstead. They did, and 
Hill suggested that if pushed, he could 
arrange safehousing through his own 
contacts, but he warned that he could 


not vouch for their reliability in such 
matters. 


In the end, Masselli decided that an 


approach would have to be made 
_ through the League of St George, an 
Organisation which he knew to have 


already established extensive contacts 


_with right wing groups in Europe. Hill 


agreed to make the approach. 
At this stage, Hill’s contacts with the 
League were limited, but he got in touch 


with Steve Brady, then the group’s 
International Liaison Officer, and 
passed on to him Masselli’s 


$ request, 
Brady told him it would oe taken care 
of. 


A few weeks later, Hill met Brady at a 


League social evening and broached the 


subject again. —* are in —_ 
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Brady told him, but it would be better at 
this stage, he went on, if Hill had 
nothing to do with it. There were after 
all, clear links between him, Masselli and 
Max Bollo. Hill had no choice but to 
agree. 

Despite this, it soon became clear to 
Hill that the safehousing arrangements 
were going ahead. When he attended a 
League meeting in Acton in early 1981, 
he was surprised to find a small group of 
Italians present. They stayed in a small 
circle with Brady, and League leaders 
Mike Griffin and Keith Thompson, and 
were not generally introduced. But 
towards the end of the evening one of 
them made a short speech in English, 
thanking the ‘‘English comrades’’ for 
their hospitality. One of the Italians 
there was identified as the wanted killer 
Alessandro Allibrandi, later shot dead 
by police in Rome. 

It was only at the end of 1981 that the 
scale of the operation became clear: 
after requests from the _ Italian 
authorities, police raided several houses 
in south and west London and arrested 
seven Italians, all wanted for terrorist 
offences, All were members of NAR or 
Third Position, and had been active in 
FUAN, the MSI student section. Some 
had received military training from the 
Phalange in Lebanon. Extradition 
proceedings began — and amongst 
leaders of the League of St George there 
was near panic. 

Shortly after the arrests Hill 
telephoned Brady. ‘‘I hear you’ve had a 
bit of bad luck’’ he said. He had heard 
that Brady was ‘in a flap’, and now he 
could almost feel the blind panic on the 
other end of the ‘phone. ‘‘For Christ’s 
sake, no!”’ Brady squealed, ‘‘I’ll see you 
when I see you’’, and he put the phone 
down. 

Other League leaders were also having 
a hard time of it. In particular, Keith 
Thompson and Mike Griffin were being 
pushed by journalists investigating the 
safehousing operation. They were flatly 
denying everything, although at one 
point Thompson did confess to having 
helped one Italian who had recently 
arrived in the country. 

As it happened things did not turn out 
too badly for the Italians. After a 
bungled case was presented by the 
Italian authorities their extradition was 
refused and they were released. They are 


still living and working in England, and, 
as Searchlight has already revealed, are 
active with leading members of the 
National Front in developing the Front’s 
new Strasserite and ruralist ideology. 

Some of them resurfaced only months 
later at the extradition trial of Luciano 
Petrone, wanted for murder in Italy and 
arrested in London. When he appeared 
at Bow Street Magistrates’ Court, three 
of those who had earlier escaped 
extradition turned up to act as 
bodyguards for his English girlfriend. 

Hill was party to two other schemes to 
safehouse wanted nazis in Britain. In 
June 1980 he attended the annual nazi 
get together in Diksmuide, Belgium. 
During the weekend’s festivities a closed 
meeting of senior nazi figures was held 
in the nearby town of Brugges. It was 
attended by members of the League of 
St George, the American National States 
Rights Party (NSRP), Italians, French 
and Germans. High on the agenda was 
the position of NSRP leader J.B. 
Stoner. 

Stoner, a lawyer from Alabama, was 
facing charges of blowing up a black 
church in 1958. 

He was in jail pending appeal, but his 
international comrades were discussing 
what to do if he lost and faced a lengthy 
gaol sentence. 

Britain was top of the list of countries 
to which he might flee, but, 
unfortunately for Stoner, by the time he 
finally lost his appeal, the scheme had 
been exposed, thanks to Ray Hill, and 
indeed, the whole safehousing network 
had been blown. He gave himself up to 
the American authorities and is doing 
his time. 

Another nazi with a similar problem 
was Mare Frederiksen, of the French 
nazi group FANE. In 1981 he faced 
criminal charges arising out of FANE’s 
violent activities in France. 

When Hill visited the Hancock family 
in Brighton in that year (the visit when, 
as we revealed last month, the 
Frenchman Alex Oumow was to 
introduce him into the nazi terror 
network) Frederiksen’s plight was 
discussed. 

When they first met, Oumow was 
staying with Brighton NF organiser 
Harold Jones, but he soon moved in as a 
houseguest of the Hancocks at 19a 
Madeira Place. He was, Hill was told, 


close to Frederiksen. 

After inviting Hill to Paris ‘‘to meet 
some of the French comrades’’ Oumow 
asked if Hill, should the need arise, 
could arrange safehousing for 
Frederiksen. Hill said he could. 

Oumow was keen that Frederiksen 
should come to England, but felt that if 
he stayed in London he would be more 
likely to attract official attention. A 
hideout in the North or the Midlands 
would be preferable, he said. 
Frederiksen’s case would be concluded 
in June, so their April meeting in Paris 
would be perfect to discuss the matter 
further. As it happened, by the time they 
met in France the need for shelter had 
passed, and Hill was not asked to 
organise it. 

There has been one other major 
safehousing exposure in England in 
recent years, this time involving German 
neo-nazis wanted for bomb attacks on 
American Army bases who were arrested 
at the Dorset home of lan Souter 
Clarence in February 1983. 

Hill had no knowledge that Walther 
Kexel, Ulrich Tillman and Odfried Hepp 
were staying at Clarence’s home. Kexel 
and Tillman were arrested for 
extradition. Hepp escaped. 

But, during the making of Channel 4’s 
The Other Face of Terror, Hill made 
contact with Clarence to assess how 
much safehousing was still going on in 
Britain. He visited the former major, 
ostensibly for advice on sheltering an 
Italian who was shortly to arrive in 
Britain. 

Clarence was not hopeful. There was 
not too much that could be done at the 
moment, he said, things had become too 
hot. “I almost got done for harbouring 
those Germans’’ he told Hill, ‘‘but they 
didn’t have enough evidence to sustain 
the charge’. He advised Hill to get the 
Italians ‘‘up North’’ and put them up in 
a small hotel or bedsit in a city where he 
could disappear. He should not stay 
with known activists. 

Hill raised the question of the 
Germans: ‘‘They didn’t get Hepp, did 
they? | hear he’s in Belgium’’. ‘‘They’ll 
never get Hepp’’ Clarence replied, ‘“‘he’s 
too clever for that. But he’s not in 
Belgium. He may be in Spain. If not, 
he'll be behind the Iron Curtain by 
now’’ he added mysteriously. 
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NEEDLESS to say — they knew it all along. 
No sooner had we revealed that Ray Hill has 
been working for Searchlight all the time that 
Britain’s nazis have been taking him into 
their confidence, than they are queueing up 
to tell the world that they never trusted him 
from the start. > 

Take John Tyndall, for instance, who has 
been opening his heart to Hill ever since the 
BNP was launched back in 1982. His latest 
Spearhead carries a 2-page article entitled 
“Impressions of a Turncoat”, and subtitled 
re Ray Hill was welcomed but never 
completely trusted, says John Tyndall.” 

It’s all quite predictable: long ago Tyndall 
detected ‘‘the possibility of some 
fundamental inner character flaw” which 
under certain circumstances, might lead 
him to “act in a way that could cause harm 
to the cause in which he professed to 
believe”. For this reason Hill was given “no 
position or role which might enable him to 
influence decisions or exercise 
respsonsibility or power; least of all should 
he be made privy to information of any 
highly confidential nature.” 

Equally predictable is Tyndall's reaction to 
the news that Hill was a “mole”: “I was not 
therefore wholly surprised when | read the 
News of the World on Sunday March 25.” The 
all-knowing fiihrer had suspected as much 
all along. 

Of course, Tyndall, already taking flak for 
his choice of close associates, is simply 
trying to cover his rear. Oddly enough, 
nowhere does his article mention the now 
widely known fact that Ray Hill was 
working for Searchlight. But then, it’s 
excusable to make allowances for 
somebody if you only suspect “character 
defects”. To claim he knew Hill was with 
“the enemy” would call for a rather fuller 
explanation of how he came to take Hill into 
his confidence on the scale he did. 

People might even ask Tyndall to explain 
his now acutely embarrassing public 
embrace of Hill in British Nationalist in 1982 
(right). 

Most puzzling of all, however, coming 
from the omniscient JT, is page 18 of the 
latest Spearhead. His attack on Hill is on 
page 17, but just turn the page and you will 
find the following advertisement: 





BNP Recordings 


RALLY ‘82 
Speeches from the BNP national rally in 


fondon on October 16th 1982, the theme 
oi which was ‘Unite and fight for Britain’s 
future!’ 

Side 1: Speeches by Charles Parker and Ray 
Hill, Side 2: Speech by John Tyndall. 


The “I knew all along” line is even more 
absurd coming from former British 
Movement fiihrer Mike McLaughlin. In 
Comment, an occasional bulletin he has 
taken to mailing out, he claims that it was 
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TEL: DEESIDE 811116 


THE PHOENIX 


95a CHESTER ROAD EAST, SHOTTON, DEESIDE, CLWYD. CHS 2AA 


19th August, 1980. 


Near Ray, 


I was delighted to get your letter and the enclosures anc it's gratifying to 
that in Leicester, we have someone who can be left to get on witnr tae Job and 
Your quic's reaction Mercury's blackout 


mr 


The “ercury and the Highfields 


know 
to the 


do it cleverly and with competence. 
and the subsecuent excellent content of the leaflet: 


In closing, again congratulations on a jo) well cone and my thanks to those who 


have helped you. 


For Race and 
#f 


ie “eLavealin. 


‘ation, 


being over-cautious, think less than wise. It isn't always wise to act on mere sus- 
picion, or expel or suspend for carelessness or oversight. I would welcome however 
much greater vigilance by activists in the area, and perhaps in the not too distant 
future, the setting up of a clever anti-subversion unit which without fear or favour 
discreetly goes about eliminating security leaks and subversive activities in these 
areas. Perhaps you might have some ideas regarding the formation of such a nucleus! 








Letters from ‘Big Mac’ McLaughlin to Ray Hill, 1980 — a year after he ‘stepped off the plane 


from South Africa”. 





obvious to him that Hill was an infiltrator 
“from the moment he stepped from the 
plane bringing him from South Africa.” 

Big Mac boasts of how he tumbled Hill 
from the off, and “hurled” him out of BM — 
but nobody else would listen. Perhaps he 
has forgotten some of the “Dear Ray, you 
are the best thing since sliced bread” letters 
he wrote to Hill while the latter was his 
deputy in BM. So, to refresh his memory, 
we have taken the liberty of reproducing 
one or two of them above. 


ANSWERING THE 
RUMOUR-MONGERS 


It is well known that the Jewish Marxist magazine Search/ig/:t 
makes a speciality of stories suggesting imminent ‘splits’ within 
Nationalist organisations and between their leaders. The obvious 
intention behind these tactics is to cause alarm and desponden::y 
in the Nationalist camp and mutual suspicion between its leading 
officers. 

Just recently, Searchlight has acquired some allies and 
collaboratoes in this divide-and-conquer technique among those 
who themselves claim to be ‘Nationalists’. 

Two of the targets of this practice have been John Tyndall and 
Ray Hill. JT and RH, if we are to believe these malicious gossip- 
mongers, are heading for a ‘split’ as part of some imagined ‘power 
struggle’, and as a consequence of this Ray Hill is suppoed to be, 
to quote the gossip, “next for the chop.” 

We wish to state that these stories are nothing more than pure 
fabrication. We are not aware of any ‘power struggle” between us. 
There most definitely it no intention, nor any reason, to ‘chop’ 
Ray Hill from our party. And the most serious disagreement 
between us of which we are aware concerns football teams! 

When the two of us entered into political collaboration under 
the banner of the British National Party we both resolved that 
there would be no divisive conflicts between us or with others 
within the party, as have crippled and broken up previous 
Nationalist organisations. We resolved that any serious disagree- 
ments such as may arise between us — albeit that this is most 
unlikely — would be resolved through the party’s machinery of 
negotiation and discussion, which is available to all who sincerely 
wish to use it, and not through factiona' warfare. 

We therefore urge all those in the party who may have heard 
these odious stories of ‘splits’ and ‘power struggles’ — whether 
they may emanate from the pages of Searchlight or from the j uns 
of so-called ‘Nationalists’ — to treat those stories with the 
contempt they deserve. 


































JOHN TYNDALL 
RAY HILL 






From British Nationalist, November 1982. 
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@ ARSON ATTACK IN DERBY 


A 16 year old boy carried out a racist arson 
attack in Derby. He said that he did it ‘“‘because I 
hate all Pakis, Indians, and Jamaicans. I’m 
National Front.’’ 

The fire, started in a garage next to A and G 
Fashions, caused £10,000 damage. The boy, who 
admitted the offence, carried out last December, 
was remanded in care for sentence at a juvenile 
court. 


@ ANTI-CND DEMOS BY NF 


The National Front staged a number of anti- 
CND demonstrations over Easter. 

Close to Lakenheath United States Air Force 
base, a Christian CND demonstration was 
barracked by 15 NF supporters. The 2,500 
Christian CND supporters had started their 
demonstration at the American base at 
Greenham Common, and marched to the base at 
Mildenhall, before arriving at Lakenheath. The 
NF demonstrators held up a banner, saying ‘‘No 
Cruise No CND’’, sang ‘‘Rule Britannia’’, and 
chanted ‘‘Reds go home’’, and ‘Yanks go 
home’’. 

In Birmingham, two weeks earlier, a 500 
strong CND demo was leafletted by 20 NF 
members. (Guardian 24.4.84; Eastern Evening 
News, Norwich 24.4.84; Evening Mail 14.4.84.) 





DIRTY TRICKS 


A CRUDE and unpleasant forgery is being 
circulated in London and Coventry. Two 
virtually identical letters, written on 
Lambeth Borough Council notepaper in 
London and under the letterhead of the 
“International Council of Friendship” in 
Coventry, purport to inform the people to 
whom they are sent that a family of Asians 
are “‘to be guests in your home for the next 
four months”. 

The purpose of this billetment is said (in 
London) to be “‘part of the GLC’s campaign 
for fostering greater world understanding”. 
There then follows a list of instructions to 
the host family, with predictable 
implications about Asian family sizes and 
betraying (on the forger’s part) an obsession 
with the excretary function of sufficient 
magnitude to suggest that he or she is in 
serious need of psychological help. 

Both letters conclude by asking the “host 
family’’ to ‘‘arrange the necessary 
documentation so that the family can 
obtain their rightful amounts of Social 
Security, Supplementary and Free National 
Health Treatment”. 

Although crudely obvious forgeries, 
signed by Asian names, the letters 
(particularly the London one, with its 
official letterheading) could obviously alarm 
people to whom they are sent. One 
interesting aspect of them is that both refer 
to the proposed billetees as ‘Uganda 
Asians”, and the letters (although dated in 
February 1984) are clearly revamped 
versions of similar letters sent out during 
the controversy over the admittance of 
30,000 Ugandan Asian refugees in 1972. 

The difference is that the 1972 letters were 
less obsessively lavatorial and therefore 
rather more convincing. 


* * * 


ST JOAN OF THE LOOSE 
MARBLES 


AFTER her utterances about the late Ronnie 
Bell still being alive and with us we began to 
question not only WISE boss Joan Mason’s 
political judgement but also her state of 
mind. Now she is really surpassing all 
expectations of fringe silliness. In a recent 
letter she told a member of her organisation 
that it had cost WISE £900 to put on a 
meeting so that it could be filmed by the 
BBC programme Panorama, ‘‘and then they 
did not show it’. Of course this is utter 
rubbish. Not only did Panorama both film 
and show it, but ever since then tories who 
were secret members of WISE have been 
leaping overboard from the sinking group 
like rats from the proverbial ship. The film 
just added to the evidence Searchlight had 
been placing before its readers for a number 
of years about the nazis, anti-semites and 
right-wing nuts who frequent Mason's 
meetings. 

In another letter written in late April she 
added at the bottom in her own hand the 
dates of two future meetings — 21st 





January and 23rd March 1984. Well, that 
beats not knowing what day of the week it 
is. 


*% * * 


ROUND THE HORN 


FUNNY, isn’t it, how distance can blunt 
some people's sense of reality. We have just 
been privileged to receive a report from 
Servamus, journal of the South African 
Police Federation, concerning a visit made 
to South Africa last year by Harvey Proctor, 
the pro-repatriation Tory MP. 

“British MP impressed with South Africa” 
it announces — and we do not doubt it for 
one moment. 

More intriguing, however, is South 
Africa’s (or, more precisely, Servamus’) 
verdict of Mr Proctor. We quote: ‘Being 
only 30 years of age, he must have a golden 


Mr. Harvey Proctor, British M.P. (left), was the guest of honour ata 
function hosted by Brig. M.J. Botes, Divisional Inspector of the 
W.W.R. Here he appears with, from left to right: Mrs. Le Roux, 
her husband, Dr. Le Roux, Brig. Botes and R/Col. Sam Bloomberg. 





Harvey Proctor: through South African eyes. 


future in British politics ... Mr Harvey 
Protor is an exceptional man, a pragmatist 
and an objective politician, a man who’s 
future in British politics seems to be 
directed ‘to the top’ ”. 

Goodness knows what Proctor must have 
said when he addressed the Prison Officers’ 
Club at Witwatersrand, the function “in his 
honour” which prompted Servamus’ little 
homily, but it must have been pretty rich. 


BEAU JEST 


SPARE a thought, as Summer draws on, for 
former NF activist Andrew Wells, presently 
languishing in the South of France. 

We say languishing because Wells is 
currently holed up in the Marseilles 
barracks of the French Foreign Legion, 
where, impressed no doubt by all these 
tales of wanted criminals finding anonymity 
and sanctuary behind the Legion's 
notoriously blind eye, he fled recently to 
escape prosecution himself. In his home 
town of Blackburn, you see, Wells was due 
to face several charges arising out of violent 
incidents, including an assault on an Asian 
taxi driver. Fearing a prison sentence, he 
legged it to Marseilles. 

But, unfortunately for him, even before 
anyone had told them of his departure, 
Blackburn police decided that they did not 
have enough evidence to proceed — and 
dropped all the charges against him. 

This no doubt, will provide Wells with 
pause for thought as the Legion's less-than- 
gentle ‘caporals’ kick him around parade 
grounds for the next several years in some 
of the world’s more. sweltering corners. 

Bon voyage! 





BOB’S YOUR UNCLE — OR 
MAYBE IT’S STEVE 


RACIST cartoonist Bob Edwards, recently 
released from prison after serving his time 
for drawing cartoons for the nazi style 
Stormer comic, may be at it again — but in 
more salubrious surroundings. 

Several Searchlight readers have been 
struck by the similarity in style between the 
Stormer cartoons and the new cartoons 
appearing in the London Newspaper Group 
papers. The one reproduced here appeared 
in the Westminster and Pimlico News on 16th 
March. Compare it with the extract from 
the Stormer, and one can easily see how 
such thoughts arise. So we asked Mr 
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Edwards if he had acquired part-time 
employment through his friend, Michael 
Williams, the Group Chief News Editor. 
Edwards denied it and Williams said that the 
cartoons had arrived at his paper unsolicited 
but he had noted the similarity in style. ‘'l 
asked Bob if he was responsible. He told me 
he had not sent them, but then he gave me 
one of his little impish smiles”. 

Like Mr Williams, who is always towing 
allegedly dissident nazis up to Fleet Street 
to tell their all if the price is right, Edwards 
has not been slow in coming forward to try 
and sell what he knows. But rarely is the 
promise fulfilled, and so far we have turned 
down the old blackshirt twice. Mind you, we 
weren't born yesterday. 


Below: a Bob Edwards cartoon from 7he 
Stormer. Left: similar in style, one of 
‘Steve's’ cartoons from the Westminster & 
Pimlico News. 
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NEW ZEALAND/AUSTRALIA 





Fascist bomb 
attack 


In a bomb attack in late March, a 
caretaker at a trade union building in 
Wellington, New Zealand, was killed 
by suspected neo-nazis. Ernie Abbott, 
a former union official, is believed to 
have been the victim of an attack by 
the extreme right-wing Nationalist 
Workers Party. 

Hours earlier in Australia a bomb attack 
was carried out on the Sydney headquarters 
of the left-wing International Socialists. 
Responsibility was claimed by the New 
Zealand group’s Australian ally, National 
Action, earlier responsible for attacks on 
left-wing bookshops in Sydney. National 
Action has also recently attacked the 
opening ceremony of Japan week in Sydney 
and is reported to be preparing another 
incident for the impending visit of the 
Japanese Prime Minister. 

National Action is a supposed ‘radical’ 
fascist group, some of whose members have 
had past connections with left-wing 
organisations, and #8 presently linked with 
the PFN in France and the South African 
HNP. It has recently suffered the loss of 
one of its leading members, David Greason, 
whose development of the organisation’s 
argument that capitalism is promoting 
immigration in order to weaken the labour 
movement led him to read material that 
convinced him that opposition to 
immigration was indefensible. 


WEST GERMANY 


Nazi movement 
grows 


The extreme right in West Germany 
grew from 19,000 to 20,300 between 
1982 and 1983, a recent report from the 
Ministry of the Interior estimates. 
While the total number of extreme right 
organisations has declined, open neo- 
nazism has grown and so too, after a long 
decline, has the ultra-rightist National 
Democratic Party (NPD). Extreme rightists 
were responsible for 78 acts of violence in 
1983 compared with 70 in the previous year. 
Meanwhile a Dortmund court has 
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sentenced Siegfried Borchardt, a 30-year- 
old member of the neo-nazi football fan 
club, Borussenfront, to a _ year’s 
imprisonment for attacks on Turkish 
spectators at a local football match. 


SWEDEN 


Racists organise 
through front 
groups 





by our Stockholm correspondent 





According to the official version, life 
has always been difficult for openly 
fascist or National Socialist 
organisations in Sweden. Most 
Swedish people take a dim view of 
extreme right-wing politics and fascism 
finds it difficult to flourish in Swedish 
soil. 

And to a certain extent it is true. Swedish 
fascism has never amounted to much. 
When Hitler ran out of luck on the Eastern 
Front his followers in Sweden disappeared 
into thin air. 

Since the war, the Swedish far right has 
consisted mostly of small neo-nazi 
groupings on the lunatic fringe: a handful 
of Old Guard veterans working with a few 
young recruits. Understandably nobody 
paid them much attention. 

But with the economic crisis of the mid- 
seventies, the picture began to change. 

With the formation of an organisation 
called Keep Sweden Swedish (BSS) there 
has been an obvious attempt to launch a 
new era in Swedish right-wing politics. The 
BSS is closely modelled on the British 
National Front, trying to attract ordinary 
conservatives that the old-fashioned lunatic 
right could not possibly hope to recruit. 

The BSS describes itself as ‘‘an all-round 
political organisation for people concerned 
with the future of Sweden’’. It claims to 
have members from all the regular political 
Parties, including Social Democrats and 
Communists, and like the British National 
Front, the BSS mixes radicalism with racist 


propaganda. 

Although foregoing the traditional 
symbols of nazism — uniforms, the 
swastika, etc — the message and the 


methods are the same: racism and agitation 
against immigrants. 

For instance, the BSS propaganda claims 
that 


@ Most non-nordic foreigners are potential 
rapists or drug pushers. 

@Immigration is a threat to the Nordic 
Race (whatever that is). 

@ Black people are more likely to steal, so 
blacks should not be allowed to become 
police officers. 

The methods the BSS uses are also 
familiar: 
e@Harassment of immigrants, 
schoolchildren or very old people. 
@Provocations against anti-fascist 
demonstrations: for example, the October 
30, 1982 rally in Stockholm where the BSS 
counter-demonstrated with Swedish flags. 
@ Breaking up political meetings: including 
a meeting with the Swedish Minister of 
Immigration, and another with the head of 
the Immigration Dept. 

@ Fake letters to the editors of newspapers. 
@lIncidents of ‘‘cross-burnings’’ outside 
immigrants’ homes, and a number of 
assaults of black people. 

e@ Breaking into schools where foreign 
people are studying, to write fascist slogans 
on the walls, etc. 

One of the BSS’s most spectacular (and 
in a sense most successful) operations has 
been the launching of the Stockholm based 
Close Community radio station Open 
Forum (see Searchlight 106). 

The Open Forum is not openly connected 
to the BSS which works through a number 
of other organisations with different names 
including Open Forum. 

Others include the Swedish Society For 
Social Reseach, and Nordic Freedom. 

The most prominent leaders of the BSS 
include: 

Leif Zeilon: 33 years-old and one of the 
founding fathers of the BSS. Zeilon was for 
a long time a secret leader of the 
organisation, but when finally exposed he 
tried to make a career out of it. Considered 
by some to be a Swedish version of Martin 
Webster. 

Rolf Pettersson: officially in charge of 
the Open Forum. In the past sentenced to 
prison for racist activities. 

Christopher Jolin: one of the 
organisation’s ‘‘intellectuals’’. He began as 
a mainstream right-wing conservative and 
had some success with a couple of books in 
the early seventies. 

Nils Mandell: Former local leader of the 
Nordic Reich Party and founder of 
Independent National Socialists, a 
gathering of die-hards from the lunatic 
fringe. 

Goésta Bergquist: leader of the BSS 
Malmo section. Bergquist started his right- 
wing career among the uniformed old- 
fashioned neo-nazis. 

But the list would not be complete 
without mentioning Tor Petter Hadland, a 
Norwegian who came to Sweden a few 
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years back and has been one of the most 
important leaders of the BSS. It is believed 
he was sent to Sweden to help establish the 
organisation, but it was more likely because 
the Oslo police were beginning to look a bit 
to closely at some of his nazi connections in 
Norway. Hadland has contributed 
enormously to the BSS, not least through 
his international contacts — among them 
the Paraguayan dictator Alfredo 
Stroessner. 

As we reported earlier, one of the guiding 
lights behind the establishment of Open 
Forum was the revisionist agitator Dietlieb 
Felderer. Although Felderer currently does 
not appear to have a direct hand in its 


work, it is known that Rolf Pettersson is 
one of his closest associates, and the group 
around Pettersson has close ties with him. 


CANADA 


Klan leader’s police 
connections 


Following a recent incident on an 
abortion demonstration, Canadian Ku 
Klux Klan ‘intelligence director’ 
William Lau Richardson and National 
Socialist White Peoples Party 
supporter George Graham have laid 
charges of ‘‘assault causing bodily 
harm’’ against two left-wing trade 
unionists, Paul Scheider and Mike 
Mares. 


Graham, it has been revealed, is a former 
employee of the CIA and US Army 
Intelligence and more recently was an 
infiltrator into a Toronto anti-racist 
committee. He has also been responsible 
for the planting of bombs in the cars of two 
trade union activists as part of an 
undercover operation by a private 
investigation agency for which he worked in 
the 1970s. Other activities in a long history 
have included links with the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police, involvement 
with the Communist Party of Canada 
(Marxist-Leninist), membership of the 
Communist Party of Canada and providing 
information on Chilean exiles to the 
American company ITT. 

Richardson joined the Canadian Klan 
soon after its launch in June 1980 and took 
part in the USA KKK regroupment meeting 
at Stone Mountain, Georgia, in 1982. He 
has also been involved in fascist 
regroupment talks in Canada. 


@ COLOUR BAR AT BIRMINGHAM CLUB 


A Birmingham nightclub has been ordered to pay 
£1,300 damages after being found guilty of racial 
discrimination. An 18th birthday party had been 
organised at the Peppermint Place, Broad Street, 
by Miss Jackie Bentley, a white girl, and Miss 
Lorna Brown, a black girl, who both worked as 
nursery nurses. Both girls said that their evening 
was ruined when the management refused to 
allow Miss Brown’s friends in. She said that 
about 75 of her guests were not admitted. Cross- 
examined by Mr Simon Tonking, for the Club, 
she denied that 50 per cent of the people in the 
club were black. 

“The only other coloured person that I saw 
was the DJ’’, she said. Eventually, she and her 
friends left and went to a club in Handsworth. 

Awarding the damages to the two girls and 
eight of their friends, Judge Harold Wilson, who 
sat with two assessors, said: 

“‘We think this case is important, because it 
reflects a genuine attempt by young black and 
white people to unite’’. (Evening Mail 30.3.84 & 
29.3.84.) 


@ EX NF TORY COUNCILLOR RESIGNS 


David White, a Conservative councillor at 
Clayton-le-Woods, has resigned. Councillor 
White, who was elected in May 1983, has been 
persistently attacked by Labour councillors 
because of his former membership of the 
National Front. Councillor White said that he 
was resigning for ‘‘purely personal reasons’’, in 
that he was getting married and moving out of 
the borough. (Chorley Guardian 15.3.84, Lancs 
Evening Post 15.3.84.) 


@ ANTI-FASCIST CLEARED OF ASSAULT 


A member of the Anti Nazi League accused of 
attacking a student during a National Front 
demonstration, has been acquitted of causing 
actual bodily harm. 

The case, heard at Southwark Crown Court, 
concerned an incident on 13 August last year. 
Steven Keeble-Martin, (28), of Finchley, was 
accused of punching a student, David Stevens, 
(19), of Kenton, Middlesex, in the face. Mr 
Stevens, who denied being a member of the NF, 
suffered a cut lip. 

Mr Keeble Martin said that as he followed the 
NF demonstration, a group of three people, 
including Mr Stevens, approached him. Mr 
Stevens prodded an Anti Nazi League badge he 
was wearing, and said: 

“‘We don’t want any damn Commies around 
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here, you can jolly well clear off’’. 

One of Mr Stevens’ companions then struck 
Mr Keeble Martin across the face with a rolled up 
newspaper. At that point, a stranger attacked Mr 
Stevens and his friends, but when the police 
arrived, ran off. (Edgeware, Mill Hill & 
Kingsbury Times 23.2.84.) 


@PC QUITS AFTER ‘“‘HATE CAMPAIGN”’ 


A police constable has resigned from the force 
following what he described as a ‘‘campaign of 
hate’’ against him. 

Police Constable Adrian Dart, a university 
graduate, gave crucial prosecution evidence 
against three detectives, who were jailed for 
beating up Junior Williams, a black British 
Leyland worker. Since the case, his car has been 
vandalised, there was an attempt to break into 
his locker, and he has been plagued with 
anonymous phone calls. He said that other 
officers got up and left when he walked into the 
station canteen, and some officers made clear 
that they didn’t want to work with him. 

Appeals by the three detectives concerned, 
Det. Sgt. Brian Morton, of Kings Heath, Det. 
Con. Martin Lambert, of Alcester, and Det. 
Con. Graham Stephen, of West Heath, have 
been dismissed by the Court of Appeal in 
London. (Evening Mail 6.3.84 & 21.3.84.) 


@ NF DISRUPT COUNCIL MEETING 


Twenty National Front supporters were ejected 
by police from a Haringey Council meeting on 27 
February. The NF protestors, who disrupted the 
meeting with shouts, accused Labour councillors 
of the ‘‘murder’’ of NF supporter Albert 
Mariner. 

Mariner, a Bethnal Green pensioner, died 
following a National Front meeting on 3 May 
last year. He died the day after being hit on the 
head with a brick thrown during an anti fascist 
demonstration. The coroner’s report, however, 
said that Mariner’s death was due to natural 
causes, and was nothing to do with the blow on 
the head. 

The NF say the Labour Party was responsible 
for Mariner’s ‘‘murder’’, in that they produced 
leaflets calling for the anti-fascist meeting. NF 
leaflets containing the phone number of one of 
the Labour councillors concerned, Councillor 


Brian Bullard, have been produced. 

Councillor Bullard said: ‘‘A bunch of NF 
thugs aren’t going to stop me demonstrating 
against fascists’. 

NF deputy chairman Ian Anderson was on 
hand to organise the NF protest. (Hornsey 
Journal 2.3.84.) 


@ CLEAN UP CAMPAIGN ON ESTATE 


Local residents, organised by the Labour Party, 
have taken action to clean off fascist graffiti in 
Stirchley, Birmingham. 

In spite of numerous complaints, the Council 
had failed to take action to remove the slogans, 
which in some cases had been there for years. 
National Front slogans three feet high were 
daubed on the side of a house in Harvest Close, 
Stirchley. A resident said he had written to the 
Chief Constable about the problem. 

“It’s disgusting’’, he said. ‘‘Really it amounts 
to criminal damage and it has made this Close, in 
which many of the houses are owner-occupied, 
look dirty’’. (Evening Mail 22.3.84.) 


@ TORY COUNCILLOR’S ‘RACIST’ JIBE 


A political storm has developed over an alleged 
racist comment made by a Conservative 
councillor in Calderdale, Yorkshire. During a 
debate on 15 February about the provision of 
new premises for an advice centre, Councillor 
Ron Thrower was heard to say ‘‘Send ’em 
back’. Despite being given a chance to 
apologise, Councillor Thrower refused to do so 
until a week later. He then claimed that he had 
been quoting a speech by Enoch Powell. 

Labour Councillor Joe Mitchell has called for 
Councillor Thrower to be banned from all 
committees, sub-committees, and outside bodies 
on which he represents the authority. He said the 
main issue was the sincerity of the Conservative 
group in working for all sections of the 
community. He also said that Councillor 
Thrower’s apology was meaningless, since the 
real question was whether Thrower actually 
agreed with Enoch Powell. 

Councillor Thrower was a part time 
policeman, being deputy divisional commandant 
of Halifax Special Constabulary until he retired 
in 1982. 

When the Council met on 29 February, twenty 
members of the Asian community were present 
in the public gallery. They voiced their criticisms 
of Councillor Thrower until they were escorted 
out of the building by the police. Outside the 
Town Hall, a larger group of demonstrators 
demanded Councillor Thrower’s resignation. 
(Evening Courier 1.3.84, 16.2.84 & 23.2.84.) 
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Casting eyes across the water 


Unable to turn itself into a mass party, 
capable of filling the green seats of 
Westminster with fascist bottoms, the 
National Front is turning to more 
specialist activities. As Searchlight has 
revealed, the party has been seeking 
links with Euro-fascists who favour a 
militantly violent approach to politics. 
Not content with looking east across 
the Channel, the National Front is now 
looking increasingly west to Northern 
Ireland, and in particular to the more 
militant varieties of Ulster Loyalism. 

The editorial of Issue 21 of Nationalism 
Today announces that the National Front 
intends to play its part in building unity 
amongst Ulster Loyalists, because ‘‘the war 
in Ulster is a war of national unity’’ — i.e. 
real violence is taking place there and the 
NF wants a slice of the action. According to 
NT’s editorial, Ulster is ruled ‘‘as a coconut 
colony’? and ‘“‘her British people are 
deprived of an effective say in their own 
affairs’. As part of its strategy of building 
links with Loyalists, Nationalism Today 
publishes two pieces; the first, something of 
a scoop for such a seedy publication as NT, 
is an interview with Alderman Hugh Smyth, 
the Loyalist Deputy Mayor of Belfast, and 
the second is an article from David Kerr of 
the North Belfast Independent Unionist 
Association. 


Dash of racism 


Three issues ago, Nationalism Today 
published an interview with George 
Seawright, the DUP member of the Ulster 
Assembly and Belfast City Council. 
Seawright gave the NF just what it wanted 
— not only did he make militant noises 
about Ulster, but he added a dash of racism 
and conspiracy theory to flavour his 
unpleasant political recipe. The Deputy 
Lord Mayor of Belfast, despite his 
willingness to talk to the NF, engages in no 
such crudities. In fact, as last month’s 
Searchlight recounted, so uncongenial did 
the NF find his views that it has tried to 
avoid publishing the interview, or at least 
the full text. 

For example, the unnamed interviewer 
asks the Deputy Lord Mayor at one point 
whether he thinks it important for Loyalists 
like himself and and Seabright to give 
interviews to the likes of Nationalism 
Today. Back comes the answer: ‘‘I am not a 
Nationalist and the Party which I represent 
is not a Nationalist Party. I listened to the 
Queen’s speech and I recall clearly her 
opposition to Nationalism and_ her 
suggesting moves towards inter- 
dependence. 

The scoop of persuading an important 
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political personage to talk to Nationalism 
Today is thus slightly spoilt by the fact that 
the important political personage fails to 
voice the correct important political views. 
Nevertheless, Nationalism Today obviously 
takes a great pride in the fact that such a 
figure will give it the time of day. 

More in keeping with the thinking, or 
otherwise, of the National Front, is the 
contribution from David Kerr, who clearly 
does not appreciate the Deputy Lord 
Mayor’s support for the Queen and her 
opposition to Nationalism: ‘‘Traditionally, 
British Nationalists and Ulster Loyalists 
have had a very high regard for the 
institution of the Monarchy’’. But 
according to Mr Kerr, all that has got to 
stop, now that ‘‘our Queen is personally 
committed to the race-mixing, liberal New 
World Order’’: 

“It seems that far from being a unifying 

symbol of the White Race, the 

Monarchy has degenerated into another 

factor in the forces opposing our 

National Freedom and separate racial 

existence . . . In view of the friendship 

of the Prince of Wales with Armand 

Hammer, the Jewish Capitalist, pro- 

Soviet millionaire, perhaps the time has 

come for Nationalists to reassess their 

attitude to the Monarchy’’. 

Irish matters are expressed more simply 
in Bulldog, Nationalism Today’s fellow NF 
paper which campaigns against good sense, 
orderly grammer and unimaginative 
spelling. Bulldog praises the Ulster 
Freedom Fighters who attempted ‘‘to 
execute the murderer Gerry Adams’’: 
‘‘Bulldog salutes these brave men for daring 
to attempt what so many think about .. . 
Our message to the Ulster Freedom Fighters 
and anybody else who will attempt to bring 
Gerry Adams and his kind to justice, is 
better luck next time!’’ And then it’s back 
to Bulldog’s usual preoccupation with those 
football hooligans who are sufficiently 
coordinated to throw bananas at sportsmen 
of a different skin colour, (with pride 
“‘Gash’’ of Sunderland writes to tell readers 
that ‘‘Sunderland has had racists at the 
football matches for years, even though 
there can’t be more than 100 blacks in the 
area’). 


No utopia 


The fascists of the National Front are not 
these days old style nazis, looking back 
fondly to the days of the Third Reich. 
Instead, they like to think of themselves as 
Strasserites; most superior sort of fascists 
these, they believe that Adolf let the side 
down, not with his anti-semitism, nor with 
his tendency to start world wars, but for 
obscure reasons of economic and fiscal 
policy. That being the case, the Strasserites, 
unlike the full-scale nazis, have no utopia to 


look back to. 

As a result, it is often hard to know quite 
what sort of society meets with their full- 
blooded and true-blooded approval. 
However, a curious article in the current 
Nationalism Today provides a clue. Regular 
contributor Derek Holland has penned a 
piece praising Ayatollah Khomeini’s Iran. 
Criticised by Communists, Capitalists and 
Zionists, Iran must, according to Holland, 
be a smashing place. Of course, ‘“‘the 
Iranian Revolution is far from perfect’’, 
conceded Mr Holland, but this lack of 
perfection does not stem from any political 
mistake or even from any fault on the part 
of the Ayatollah: the lack of perfection is 
cosmicly inevitable. Let Mr Holland explain 
in full: ‘‘The Iranian Revolution is far from 
perfect’’ (yes, we know, ‘‘since Man is far 
from perfect’’. 






Camera shy Derek Holland (right) hides 
behind fellow NF member Mick Burroughs. 


However, firm steps are being made in 
the direction of Mr Holland’s vision of 
perfection: ‘‘One of the first acts of the 
regime was the abolition by law of usury 
and the expulsion of all Zionist-Jews’’. Mr 
Holland adds, with approval, ‘‘the 
importance of eliminating the finance 
parasites will not be lost on Revolutionary 
Patriots’’. Marxist parties have been 
banned and ‘“‘the subversive sect of Iranian 
Freemasonry has been outlawed’’. The 
destruction of Israel has been urged and, 
gloats Mr Holland, ‘‘the contents of the 
Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion, 
have been widely disseminated’’. 

All this goes to show that ‘‘British 
national interests overlap far more with 
Iranian ones than they do with either the 
USA, the USSR or the Common Market’’. 
Mr Holland finishes off his thesis with a 
few choice slogans: ‘‘Anti-imperialists and 
anti-Zionists must stand together. No to 
Washington! No to Moscow! No to the 
Warmongers!”’ 

It remains to be seen how well this pro- 
Iranian line will go down on the football 
terraces. Keen-eyed readers of Searchlight 
in the north-east might care to watch 
whether ‘‘Gash’? and his chums start 
mixing the psalmody of football obscenities 
with ancient Koranic texts. Bulldog has so 
far kept silent on the issue. But then it 
would. 


- CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’s anti 
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racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 





In support of the GLC’s Anti-racist Year, CARF is launching a media monitoring project, financed by the Greater 
London Council, to campaign against racism in the national and local press. We would like to hear of any work 
already being done by local groups to combat racism in the media. ‘Between the lines’ is being expanded to 


include work done by the project. 


Racism appears in many guises in 
London schools. It is embedded in the 
educational structure, affecting the 
hiring, promotion, pay and job 
security of black teachers and other 
black workers, and the appointment of 
black parents as school governors. 
Inappropriate testing and ‘streaming’ 
place a disproportionate number of 
black pupils in ESN schools and give 
others low expectations of what they 
can hope to achieve in school and job 
placement. 

These children are often seen as a 
‘problem’ by heads and teachers and face 
suspension or expulsion more frequently 
than white students. School curricula and 
textbooks are in many cases blatantly racist, 
stressing the greatness of ‘British 
civilisation’ and downgrading the 
languages, cultures, and achievements of 
black people throughout the world. In 
many London schools black children are 
subjected to racist abuse and physical 
attacks. ‘Multicultural’ programmes in 
schools and ‘race awareness’ courses for 
heads and staff may be set up with the best 
of intentions, but by themselves do nothing 
to eradicate racism in the schools and may 
even compound it by encouraging heads, 
teachers and students to think they ‘know 
all about racism’ because they have been on 
a race awareness course, or taught or taken 
a class on Eastern religions. 


Fighting institutional racism 
in schools 


Pressure from groups of black parents 
around London ffinally led the Inner 
London Education Authority to take a 
public stand against racism in schools. On 
30 September 1983 the ILEA published 
pamphlets under the title Race, Sex and 
Class which stressed the ‘“‘central and 
pervasive influence of racism’’ within the 
school system and outlined proposals for its 
eradication. How did the press react to 
these proposals, and how did it portray the 
fight against racism in schools during the 
early months of Anti-Racist Year? 

Sunday Times readers had a preview of 


the proposals when it featured an 
‘exclusive’ under the curious headline: ‘The 
black way to harmony in the classroom’. 
(2.7.83.) The paper labelled ILEA’s aims 
‘controversial’ and gave the deputy leader 
of the ILEA Conservative opposition the 
last word. They were, he said, ‘‘very 
worrying’’. 

Worries rapidly spread when the Evening 
Standard broke the story on September 
30th. An early edition carried the headline: 
‘SCHOOLS ‘‘BLACK LIST’? PROTEST’ 
and a later one proclaimed ‘SCHOOLS TO 
KEEP FILES ON BLACKS’. The Standard 
presented the news in the form of a scare 
story, insinuating that the ILEA was 
involved in a clandestine operation to 
undermine the education system. In the 
week that followed the black press 
denounced the Standard’s tactics and came 
out strongly in support of the ILEA. 
Protest letters from black groups and MPs 
claimed the headlines were ‘‘calculated to 
provoke racial conflict’? (Morning Star, 
6.10.83.) Of the other papers which ran 
stories on the proposals, most stressed their 
controversial nature and asserted that they 
were ‘‘a recipe for racial strife.’’ The 
Express and Mail urged that the ILEA be 
immediately scrapped. The Guardian 
entirely ignored the proposals themselves in 
its article headlined ‘POLITICAL 
PRESSURE FROM ILEA ‘DRIVING 
HEADS TO RESIGN’’’ (1.10.83). There 
was no exploration at all in the national 
press about the issue of racism in the 
schools. Readers were left with the 
conclusion, spelled out in a nearly full page 
Daily Mail article (24.10.83) that racism was 
less an actual fact than a ‘‘universal, 
omnipresent excuse for every sort of 
inadequacy and failing’’ which was being 
encourage by ‘‘the dottier Left-Wing local 
authorities’, the ILEA in the vanguard, in 
their fight to extend their power. 


Into Anti-Racist Year 


In the months that followed, press ridicule 
found a new target in the GLC’s Anti- 
Racist Year initiatives, but while these 
tended to be trivialised and dismissed as so 
much quaint left-wing lunacy the ILEA 
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anti-racist proposals appeared in a more 
ominous light. Scare stories about the 
ILEA’s ‘‘subtle and stealthy campaign’’ to 
“capture the minds of children and turn 
them against traditional democratic values’’ 
were the order of the day in the Mail, Sun, 
and Express. In February the ILEA lay 
itself open to further attack when a typed 
discussion document entitled ‘‘Multi-ethnic 
education in the youth service’ found its 
way to the Daily Telegraph. The alarm was 
immediately raised: ‘ALL WHITES 
ACCUSED OF BEING RACIST’ 
(20.2.84). Other tabloids took up the hue 
and cry, overlooking the fact that the draft 
was a preliminary set of questions and 
definitions for discussion purposes only. 
The Hackney Gazette later picked up the 
story, quoting local clergymen who 
deplored the drift of the document, urged 
the restoration of harmony in the 
classroom, and stated that ‘‘this country 
had probably done more to accomodate a 
greater influx of immigrants, many of a 
totally different cultures, than any other 
country on earth.”’ 

The local press has frequently featured 
‘multicultural activities’ as the expression 
of classroom ‘harmony’. For instance, on 
the same day, March 16, 1984, the Southall 
Gazette ran a story about a ‘‘mutual 
awareness’’ evening at a local high school, 
with multicultural entertainment and food 
(‘‘scones and samosas’’) and the Hamstead 
and Highgate Express published a piece on 
‘Lord Eric’ Agor Mmba who for ten years 
has been ‘‘taking African rhythms into the 
classroom.’’ But ‘conflict’ is deemed more 
newsworthy than ‘harmony’. Hence 
incidents involving actual or potential 
conflict were routinely magnified in press 
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reports which made no attempt to go to 
root causes. For example late in February 
1984 the Willesden and Brent Chronicle 
reported that 130 Willesden High School 
pupils had to be sent home while their 
teachers attended a conference of the 
National Convention of Black Teachers. In 
the weeks following the conference 
prominence was given to the views of the 
Conservative Education Committee 
chairman who claimed the black teachers 
were ‘irresponsible’, guilty of ‘‘serious 
professional misconduct’’ and liable to 
“‘lose a day’s pay and be reprimanded’’ for 
attending the conference. Significantly, the 
Willesden and Brent Chronicle never, in the 
several articles devoted to the subject, 
showed any interest in the conference itself. 
It was necessary to read the Guardian 
(15.2.84) to discover that the meeting 
focussed on the issue of ‘“‘institutional 
racism, a sort of congealed sewer of 
prejudice running under the schools.”’ 


“It’s got nothing to do with 


us 


During March any initiative by the ILEA or 
a particular school to combat racism or 
even to indulge in the type of ‘racial 
awareness’ sessions which left the structures 
of institutional racism unchallenged 
summoned up inflammatory headlines in 
the national press, with opponents being 
given ample say. The Sun among other 
papers carried an ‘‘exclusive’’ about a 
lesson at Eltham Green Comprehensive 
which, in the words of its teacher, helped 
children ‘‘empathise with any group that 
was discriminated against,’’ in this case, the 
blacks of South Africa. ‘TEACHER 
TELLS KIDS: PRETEND YOU ARE 
BLACK’ proclaimed the Sun, and featured 
a furious parent who complained: ‘‘this is 
just indoctrination.’’ His daughter was 
quoted as saying, ‘‘I don’t want to be 
black, it’s got nothing to do with us.” 
(8.3.84.) An ILEA recommendation that 
each comprehensive should have at least 
one black governor was denounced as ‘‘an 
outrageous piece of racial discrimination’’ 
by an Express editorial (23.3.84) which 
urged parents ‘‘to report the ILEA to the 
Race Relations Board (sic). These two 
organisations deserve one another.’ A 
Standard headline then raised the alarm 
about ‘BLACKS — ONLY RACE CHECK 
ON TEXTBOOKS’, pointing out that while 
black parents at an Islington primary school 
had formed a group to look over textbooks 
for racism, whites were not allowed to have 
a group. Instead of using this opportunity 
to examine the issue of racist material in 
books (during the same month Bodley 
Head announced it would bring out a new 
edition of Little Black Sambo) the Mail’s 
article on the subject warned black parents 
that they were bringing more NF violence 
upon themselves. A draft report to combat 
- racial abuse in Islington Green school 
received sensational headlines in the local 
and national press, despite the comment by 
the headmistress that it was still under 
discussion. Meanwhile instances of racial 
attack and harassment of black children in 
and outside schools tended to be either 
ignored altogether by the press, or depicted 
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as incidents of gang warfare, with both 
sides equally to blame (See Searchlight 105). 


The right-wing offensive 


The press has not confined itself to 
distorted reportage and scare-mongering in 
its treatment of the issue of race and 
schools. Sections of the press, paying 
respectful attention to the right’s attack on 
the ILEA proposals, have gone so far as to 
suggest guidelines for an anti anti-racist 
strategy for schools. March provided them 
with some promising material. First was the 
publication of a pamphlet entitled 
“Education, Race and Revolution’’ by a 
right-wing Freedom Association member 
Anthony Flew, alleging that policies like 
those of the ILEA will only ‘heighten racial 
tension’’ and make schools ‘‘instruments of 
revolution.’”? One wonders if Sir Keith 
Joseph had the opportunity to read the 
Flew pamphlet, or at least press reports 
about it, before making his much publicised 
speech against ‘‘racial bullying in schools’’. 
Joseph’s point was broadly the same as 
Flew’s: ‘‘racial harmony could be harmed 
by over-emphasising racial differences’’ 
(Guardian, 22.3.84) ‘‘Racial harmony’’ was 
taken as the norm, with Joseph maintaining 
that it is ‘‘far better to start from the 
premise of a fair and tolerant British 
society, whose institutions derive from the 
contributions of our ancestors, including 
those who came here from elsewhere.’’ 
Such a premise is of course radically 
different from the assumptions made in the 
ILEA proposals. Joseph’s race bullies 
appear the occasional exceptions, as so 
many deviants in paradise. Various 
national, regional and local papers took up 
Joseph’s views, with the Telegraph linking 
his speech to the Flew report which was 
published by the Centre for Policy Studies, 
‘‘a Right-wing research organisation 
originally set up by Sir Keith Joseph.’’ 
(22.3.84.) 

Another right-wing outfit — the 
Salisbury Review — has published articles 
in its winter and spring 1984 issues by Ray 
Honeyford, the headmaster of a Bradford 
school, which are providing rich pickings 
for those anxious to discredit anti-racist 
initiatives. Several regional papers gave 
publicity to Honeyford’s claim that white 
children are suffering in schools where 
“ethnic minority children lower school 
standards’’ and to his view that ‘‘multi- 
racial zealots’? are doing great damage in 
their attempts to make the school 
curriculum ‘“‘less British.’’ The Morning 
Star has taken the offensive against 
Honeyford (22.3.84) and subjected his 
arguments to close scrutiny. But other 
papers have dwelt on Honeyford’s assertion 
that white children get a ‘‘raw deal in many 
British schools’’, especially where they are 
in a minority. Once again ‘swamping’ fears 
rise to the surface. 


Stirring the pot 

Such fears have been fully resurrected by 
the Express. On March 30th Sue Reid, the 
paper’s education correspondent, set out to 
tell readers about ‘‘the real race problem 


facing our schools’’ in a full-page article 
with an outsize headline: ‘SUDDENLY, 


ENGLISH IS A FOREIGN LANGUAGP’. 
The immediate catalyst for Ms. Ried’s 
anxieties was an advertisement by the ILEA 
for 22 ‘mother tongue’ teachers. She leapt 
from this to the following assertion: ‘‘for 
the truth is our country’s language is now 
being treated as ‘alien’ by pupils in 
hundreds of inner-city classrooms’’. The 
next leap took her to the heart of the old 
numbers game: ‘‘the controversy over how 
best to deal with the increase of ethnic 
minority children in our schools is 
simmering’’. As evidence she cited the 
Honeyford ‘‘uproar’’, the ‘‘pretend to be 
black’’ episode at Eltham Green, Islington 
Green’s proposal to suspend children who 
are racist, and the Halal meat controversy 
in Bradford (see Searchlight, 106), 
ingredients which had all been brought to 
the boil by the media. 

She concluded by giving Honeyford the 
last word: white parents ‘‘have, so far, 
failed to produce a pressure group 
generating appropriate propaganda and — 
unlike non-white children — they have no 
government quango to plead their cause.” 
His (and her) message is clear — it is time 
for whites to get their act together. Instead 
of fighting racism in schools, they must 
generate propaganda and pressure directed 
against anti-racism. Nothing less could 
safeguard the English language, and the 
British way of life. 


BETWEEN 
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“The lovely Left-Wingers of Liverpool tried to 
get the good old British gollywog banned 
from Robertson’s sponsored tableau at the 
city’s International Garden Festival. . . They 
demean the black community by showing 
that they regard them as moronic — people 
who are daft enough to feel affronted by the 
sight of a black doll.” 

MAIL comment, 2.5.84. 


“IF WE REALLY BELIEVE IN EQUALITY, 
LET'S TREAT EVERYONE AS EQUALS” 
. Any fool knows (though some fools 
would rather not know) that the process 
which Darwin called natural selection means 
that, on the whole, people prefer their ‘ain 
folk’ — their own ethnic stock. It’s in our 
genes. It is part of every person’s nature, 
black or white.” 
Richard McNeill, The Daily Star, 17.4.84. 





Black health workers evicted by hospital... 


St Mary’s Hospital, West London, like 
many hospitals, has suffered savage 
cuts. The case of Rita Maxim, a black 
ward orderly evicted from the hospital 
by the police last February, illustrates 
how workers — particularly black 
workers — are being affected by the 
cuts. CARF talked to Rita Maxim 
(shop steward for the Transport & 
General Workers Union and a health 
and safety representative) and two of 
her fellow workers, Ethel Samaroo and 
Monica Cato. All three have been 
employed by the NHS since arriving 
from Jamaica 20 years ago. 

The work of ward orderlies, like 
domestic labour, is not clearly defined and 
can easily extend from cleaning into 
‘caring’, especially when patients are being 
adversely affected by the cuts. As Ethel 
pointed out, how can they not get drawn 
into a ‘caring’ role when nurses are few? 

At the same time, the hospital hierarchy 
can subject orderlies to petty harassment — 
and black orderlies to racialist treatment. 
Supervisors, for example, can demand that 
surfaces are cleaned over and over again, 
just to make the life of an orderly a misery. 
Rita told of an incident when a supervisor, 
finding her washing up without a proper 
apron, slapped her and stuffed a soiled 
apron (all there was) in her face. In this 
case, after a work stoppage, the supervisor 
was censored — but not sacked. In another 


case, in November 1982, an _ orderly 
complained of pains. Her immediate 
superiors discounted them — she later 


. .. black reggae singer hospitalised during arrest 


On 3 February 1984, Junior Service, a 
reggae singer, was arrested for alleged 
dishonest handling of a cheque and taken to 
Brixton police station. Four hours later he 
was in Kings College hospital with serious 
injuries to his testicles and bladder. An 
emergency operation was performed, and 
tubes and a catheter inserted to enable him 
to urinate. 

During the following weeks, as Service 
lay in a hospital bed, two plainclothes 
police officers sat by his side. Scotland 
Yard claimed that Service was not in police 
custody, but in ‘‘police care.’’ This meant, 
according to a Yard spokesman, that ‘‘he is 
totally in the care and authority of the 
hospital and we’re maintaining a guard on 
him.’’ The police did not at this stage press 
charges against him. But they did, 
presumably with hospital permission, take 
names, addresses and other details of his 
visitors, and forbade him to talk to one 
Guardian reporter. On 20 February matters 
came to a head when Service tried to grab 
the paper on which police were writing 
details about a visit. In an ensuing struggle, 
one police officer reportedly had his hand 
on Service’s vital catheter tube. A hospital 
spokesman refused to say whether it was 
dislodged entirely. 

Despite the circumstances of Service’s 
arrest and subsequent hospitalisation, the 


collapsed and died. 

And since then the cuts have bitten even 
deeper. The work load has increased and 
working conditions have become even more 
stringent. Orderlies can now only quench 
their thirst during meticulously timed 
breaks, or risk their pay being cut. All three 
women spoke of hypertension and 
recurrent bouts of minor illnesses brought 
on by the pressures at work. 

Then, recently, as part of yet further 
cuts, the hospital management reduced the 
number of cleaning staff — short term 
contracts to male immigrant (mainly 
Spanish) workers were not renewed and a 
new contract was imposed on the orderlies 
whereby their work was to include the use 
of heavy floor-cleaning equipment, among 
other things. The women, following union 
policy, refused to sign. 

On 23 February, the deadline for 
accepting the new contract, Ethel and 
Monica were ‘off sick’, but Rita reported to 
work as normal. By mid-day, hospital 
administrators asked her to leave and then 
called in the police to remove her. Friends 
persuaded her to leave for her break and 
join supporters picketing at the gates. Only 
allowed to return for her belongings under 
police escort, Rita was shocked at the use of 
the police by management to deprive her of 
her job and her dignity. 

To date the women have not received an 
adequate explanation of their sacking and 
two attempts by shop stewards and 
supporters of the women to talk with the 
District Health Authority have resulted in 
the police being called. 


Scarman-inspired Lambeth Police 
Consultative Committee was not informed 
of the incident when it met on 7 February, 
or for a week after that. Service was finally 
taken to court on 5 March, and bailed to 
appear on 10 April. 

On 10 April, he was again bailed by 
Camberwell magistrates Court, but, on 
leaving the building, he was arrested for 
failing to appear at the Inner London 
Crown Court, and placed in a police van. 
Before the van had moved there was an 
altercation which left the van with a 
damaged rear window, and Service with a 
bruised forehead and a criminal damage 
charge. 

The van eventually drove to the Carter 
Street police station and Service was put in 
a cell with a promise that he would be in 
court by 2 pm. Minutes later he collapsed 
with a recurrence of his previous condition. 
It took the police two hours to get him two 
miles to Kings College hospital, where he 
was given emergency treatment. This time, 
police reluctantly allowed him brief access 
to a legal representative before he was taken 
to another police station for the night. He is 
now being held on remand in Brixton 
prison. 

e@ Junior Service Defence Campaign, c/o 
Southwark Monitoring Group, 8 
Camberwell Green, London SES. 
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area round-up 
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of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’'s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 
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No action over racist article 


Bradford Council have decided not to take any 
action against Ray Honeyford, headteacher of 
Drummond Middle School who wrote an article 
in the extreme right-wing Salisbury Review in 
which he claimed white children were now an 
“ethnic minority’? in many inner-city centre 
schools. Drummond Parents’ Action Committee 
are angry at the decision and will continue to 
press for his dismissal. (Yorkshire Post 23.4.84.) 


Youths cleared 


Six youths accused of unlawful fighting and 
making an affray outside a north-west London 
school have all been cleared. The incident 
happened last March after three white youths — 
not pupils at the school — laid in wait for black 
pupils. Police arrived and one officer suffered 
severe injuries when somebody’s heel kicked him 
in the eye. Pupils at the school wrote to the local 
paper expressing their shock at the number of 
police who arrived on the scene and by the 
aggressive attitude they showed — particularly to 
black pupils. (Kilburn Times 6.4.84.) 


Racist rag mag withdrawn 


Medical students at Charing Cross Hospital have 
been forced to withdraw 20,000 copies of their 
1984 rag mag after it was condemned as racist 
and tasteless. Members of the Association of 
Scientific, Technical and Managerial Staffs have 
written a letter of protest about the magazine’s 
contents to the dean of the medical school. (The 
Standard 18.4.84.) 


Teachers cleared of remarks 


Teachers at Wyke Manor Upper School have 
been cleared of making racist remarks about the 
school’s black headteacher Carlton Duncan. An 
inquiry was held after allegations made by Chris 
Perry, a supply teacher at the school (see 
Searchlight 106). Mr Perry said he did not accept 
the inquiry carried out by Bradford’s Schools 
Education Sub-committee and had made a 
complaint to the CRE about the Council’s 
handling of the inquiry. (Spenborough Guardian 
23.3.84.) 


Infants lectured by police 


The headteacher of a north London infants 
school has been criticised for calling in a police 
officer to lecture children aged four to six about 
stealing. It was alleged that some children had 
been taking other children’s money. A parent at 
the lecture said the officer had told the children 
that next time they would be ‘‘behind bars’’. The 
headteacher’s action was condemned by the 
Haringey Black Pressure Group on Education 
after it was revealed that the four children 
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(Continued from page 19) 


suspected of taking the money were black. A 
statement from the group said: ‘‘Without even 
consulting the parents or investigating the 
story,the police have been involved and these 
youngsters have been turned into villains in the 
school’s eyes’’. (Guardian 28.4.84.) 


RACIAL VIOLENCE 





Attack on new home 


Just days before they were due to move, the new 
home of an Asian family was wrecked in the 
latest in a series of attacks on Asian property in 
the Oxford area. New carpets were torn, 
furniture destroyed and water pipes were cut 
causing the council house to be flooded. Local 
councillor Patrick Gray said he feared the attack 
was part of an attempt to prevent Asian families 
from moving into the Donnington area of 
Oxford. (Oxford Mail 5.4.84.) 


Asian youths defend family 


Members of the Asian Youth Movement in 
Sheffield have said they will defend a family 
themselves because of the lack of action by 
police. A gang of white youths have repeatedly 
attacked and taunted Laiqat Ali Khan’s family 
since last September. He has given up his 
weekend job as a taxi driver to stay at home to 
look after them. Although he identified the 
ringleader of the gang to police he was told no 
action could be taken because a witness refused 
to give evidence. A spokesperson for AYM said 
they would contact local councillors and hold a 
public meeting to raise the issue with other 
groups in the comunity. (Sheffield Morning 
Telegraph 4.4.84.) 


Assualted on his own doorstep 


A 64 year-old Hindu man was assaulted by two 
white youths as he tried to open his front door. 
They had followed him on his way to the local 
Hindu centre shouting racial abuse at him. Mr 
Deshkre suffered a swollen eye and damage to 
his nose. (Camden & St Pancras Chronicle 
13.4.84.) 


Student slashed in face 


19 year-old student Javier Dissanayaka was 
attacked by six skinheads who demanded money 
from him, When he refused, one of them cut 
open his back pocket, stole £20 and then slashed 
him across the face leaving him with a six inch 
gash. (Hampstead & Highgate Express 19.4.84.) 


Revenge attack 


A man was jailed for his part in a racial attack 
which ended in a fatal stabbing. Paul Stokes was 
seriously injured and his friend Dennis Boomer 
died when their intended victim fought back. The 
plot had been to rob a black man in retaliation 
for the killing a few years ago in London of 
Boomer’s sister. Barrington Alladice was 
charged with the murder of Dennis Boomer but 
the charge was dropped. (Birmingham Post 
17.4.84.) 


Shop windows smashed 


Since January more than 30 shop windows at an 
Asian-owned store have been smashed in what 
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appears to be a racially motivated attack. 
(Coventry Evening Telegraph 13.4.84.) 


Brothers carry out citizen’s arrest 


Two Asian brothers who were busy making 
arrangements for a family wedding were taunted 
by four white youths who shouted racist abuse 
and obscenities. When one of the brothers 
started his car engine the youths jumped up and 
down on the car bonnet and then one of them 
threw a brick through the rear windscreen. The 
brothers followed the youths until they split up 
and then carried out a citizen’s arrest. 
(Greenford & Northolt Gazette 13.4.84.) 


Shopkeeper threatened 


17 year-old Michael Moss was arrested after a 
bottle was thrown at a glass door of an Asian- 
owned shop. Moss visited the shop whilst on bail 
and asked Mr Narendra Patel to withdraw the 
complaint and offered him compensation but he 
was told the matter was in the hands of the 
police. Moss then visited the shop regularly with 
other youths and they threatened the premises 
would be damaged. In one incident Mr Patel was 
punched in the mouth. (slington Gazette 
20.4.84.) 


ARSON ATTACKS 





Youth's sentence reduced 


A 16-year-old arsonist who set fire to the home 
of an Asian family in Gravesend last year has 
had his sentence reduced on appeal. He and an 
older friend entered the family’s home after a 
drinking bout and daubed racist slogans on the 
walls with shoe polish. The youth tossed a match 
onto a chair as they left. Although a blaze soon 
began the family, who were asleep upstairs, 
escaped unhurt. (Gravesend & Dartford 
Reporter 13.4.84.) 


Firebomb attack on car 


Police are investigating a firebomb attack on an 
Asian man’s Mercedes car. Petrol was thrown 
over the seats and then set fire to with a match. 
Police also found racist slogans daubed over the 
body of the car. Earlier in the day two men had 
apparently driven past the man’s home and 
shouted racist abuse at him while he was washing 
the car. (Lancashire Evening Post 10.4.84.) 


POLICE 





Woman awarded damages after police attack 


46 year-old Mrs Clementine George was awarded 
£8,000 damages by the High Court after a 
horrific attack by police. The award included 
£2,000 ‘‘to show the court’s disapproval of the 
officers’ actions and to stop repetition by 


others’’. Seven officers arrived at Mrs George’s © 


home early one morning to look for her 18-year- 
old son Roy. She told them he was out but they 
kicked the door in and started hitting her. She 
slid to the floor and one of them kicked her. 


_ Another then punched her on the head. The 


police finally left when a neighbour arrived to 
investigate the noise. Mr Justice Park rejected 
the police officers’ evidence and said ‘‘All these 
officers have deliberately lied to me about what 
happened.’’ Although Mrs George is pleased 
with the judge’s comments she said she still lived 
in constant fear and got frightened every time she 
heard a police siren. (South London Press 
6.4.84.) 


US police chief visit 


The deputy chief of the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey, Hank De Geneste visited 


London for two weeks to study the policing of 
ethnic groups. He told pupils at a comprehensive 
school that the only way to change attitudes and 
the system is by getting directly involved in the 
institutions which they find oppressive. (Hornsey 
Journal 16.3.84.) 


No action on Roach case 


Jurors in the inquest into the death of Colin 
Roach have been told by the Police Complaints 
Board that there will be no. disciplinary 
proceedings against the officers who investigated 
his death as there was ‘‘insufficient evidence’. 


The jury wrote last summer to the Home 


Secretary asking for an inquiry into police 
handling of the case and the treatment of the 
Roach family. (Guardian 11.4.84.) 


Newham 8 


The Newham 8 Defence Campaign have put 
forward points which they believe should be 
investigated in the forthcoming Newham Council 
inquiry into the Newham 8 case. Among them 
are the events surrounding the arrest of the eight, 
the use of conspiracy and affray charges and the 
alleged harassment of the accused and their 
families in the months prior to the trial. A date 
for the inquiry has yet to be settled but the 
Defence Campaign welcomed the inquiry and 
said it would be of great value to ‘‘counter the 
endemic racism that exists in Newham.”’ 
(Newham Recorder 5.4.84.) 


Racial violence figures disputed 


Police claims that racial incidents in Ealing have 
fallen by a third were disputed by Southhall 
Monitoring Group, who accused police of a 
cover-up, and by Ealing Housing Aid Service 
who claimed police turned a blind eye to racial 
incidents unless they were too serious to avoid. 
(Greenford & Northolt Gazette 20.4.84.) 


IMMIGRATION 


Ayse Halil 


Friends and supporters of a mother and her three 
children let off 500 balloons outside the Home 
Office to highlight the campaign against her 
deportation. The protest was made on the same 
day that John Silken MP handed over a 1,500 
name petition to Home Office Minister David 
Waddington backing her bid to remain in this 
country. (South London Press 13.5.84.) 


Rashida Abedi 


A campaign is underway to prevent the 
deportation to Pakistan of a deaf woman now 
living in South Norwood with her brother, sister 
and other relatives. Rashida Abedi came to 
Britain in 1981 for treatment for her deafness 
caused by meningitis ten years ago. Although the 
treatment was unsuccessful she remained here 
and is learning English, lip-reading and typing in 
order to lead an independent life. If she is sent 
back to Pakistan she would find it difficult to 
overcome her disability and there is no one able 
to look after her. Further information from: 
Friends of Rashida Abedi, c/o 45 Wellesley 
Road, Croydon, 01 686 8014. 


Secret immigration guide 


Secret Home Office guidance to entry clearance 
officers working in embassies and_ high 
commissions overseas warns how appeals might 
overturn certain decisions and suggests a series of 
hypothetical questions into a _ couple’s 
relationship. Britain’s Asian community believe 
the questions are designed to mislead people and 
are further evidence of the attack on the 
arranged marriage system. (Guardian 21.3.84.) 
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